Minutes of the North Warwickshire Neighbourhood Watch Association, (NWNHWA) Meeting at 7.30 pm on Thursday 14th July 2011 at the Tythe Barn Polesworth

Web site; nwnhw.co.uk

Key Messages: 

1. If you are able to receive messages via email rather than the phone, or someone can do it for you, please do; This will save the cost to the police to send messages so that the £16000 phone budget can be better used for police work. £9000 was spent in the first quarter of the year for example and will mean fewer messages.

Contact Julie Dale or Maureen Hipkiss.

2. Home burglary is on the increase – in NW up from 1 house per day average to 4 per day. “Operation Crunch” is on-going to address.

 Incident phone line: 01926 415244 every little snippet of information welcome.

3. Car number plate theft is increasing too and includes theft for fuel from your tank.

Item 1: Association Contacts / Meeting Dates/ Area Forum related Information

Please note that this information is now contained in a separately circulated sheet.

It is also available from the web site.

Ron Potter (chairman) rwpotter@hotmail.co.uk (tel: 07836 797800)

David Atkin (secretary) dbanw@tiscali.co.uk (tel: 01827 718310)

Maureen Hipkiss (ass’t sec.) maureenhipkiss147@btinternet.com (tel 01827 898295)

Tony Hardman (vice chairman) aphardman@aol.com (tel: 01827 873774)

NWNHWA core group meetings in 2011

Note that all meetings are on a Thursday and commence at 7.30 pm (All coordinators welcome to attend)
Atherstone Council House:     15th September.

Grimstock Hotel, Coleshill;      24th November.

Open Day and AGM: To be held on Saturday 10th Sept 2011 between 10.00am and 4.00 pm

at the Tythe Barn Polesworth by kind permission of the Parish Council.

Area Forum Dates

East:      21st July; 6th October                             South:   12th July; 27th October
North:   14th July; 20th October                              West: 28th July; 13th October

Events in 2011

Shustoke Show:  30th July

Fillongley Show: 14th August

National Personal Safety Day: 10th October 2011

Community Safety Days:

Polesworth Abbey Green Rec. Grnd. – 11.00 – 15.00: Sat 23rd July

Hartshill Snow Hill Rec.: Thursday 4th Aug.  CONFIRMED.

Coleshill Memorial Park: Sat 13th August. TO BE CONFIRMED.

Dordon Long St. Rec: Thursday 18th Aug.  CONFIRMED

Wood End Rec. Sat 20th August.  CONFIRMED.

Royal Meadow Drive Rec. Atherstone Thursday 24th August.  CONFIRMED.

Item 2: Proceedings of the Meeting on 14h July 2011

1.    Present at Meeting

Ron Potter (Fillongley) (Chairman) RP               Tony Hardman (Kingsbury) (V Chairman) TH

David Atkin (Mancetter) (Sec) DA                     John Bonner (Polesworth) JB
Carol Cotterill (Shuttington) CC                          Maureen Hipkiss (Polesworth) MH

Adam Farrell (Coleshill) AF                                 Karen Barber  KB

Phill Bent (Treasurer)(Kingsbury) PB

Police: S’gt. Karl Faulkner; PCSO Ashley Wynder; Julie Dale (JD)

2.    Apologies

John Randle; David Smitham; Beryl Grix; Nick Wigglesworth; Richard Hobbs; Brian/Heather Lowe Mick Levy; David Birch; Roger Upton; Keith Woodward; Roger Fildes; Insp. Pat Devereux.

3.   Minutes of Previous Meeting   Adopted as presented.

4.   Ongoing Action Points

.
Datalink RP has a supply of boxes for members to distribute when required.

CAPS/Email Messaging System     Julie Dale is the contact for this service following reorganisation and Peter Guillaume’s retirement. Contact: Julie.Dale@warwickshire. pnn.police.uk

Horse Watch    The group now has 227 members and is growing. We were pleased to note how well this is taking off County wide following the initiative by CC who was congratulated on her success in promoting it, together with the support given by PG. Steps are in hand to put in place postcode stamping/marking; freeze marking. SOLON the security equipment provider is interested in pursuing this.

Crimestoppers   RP/CC reported on the handout leaflets that simply explain what this charity does. The leaflet is needed to overcome public ignorance/distrust (re anonymity) that surrounds this excellent means by which members of the public can anonymously report incidents. Crimestoppers has proved to be very successful. It is going from strength to strength. £15m has been recovered through this route. The aim is to publicise it.

Action: RP has an initial batch of supplies. Contact him for copies to distribute.

Car Anti Tamper screws - Note: This is an ongoing issue to guard against in that an element of car crime is directed at stealing number plates for criminal purposes. This is an easy crime to counter by using the screws that we provide FREE.

Use the application form (available on line), copy and pass them around your Watch area.

Car crime from this cause is increasing due to the economic downturn; particularly the rise in fuel prices and theft to access fuel in a tank.

The scheme is being extended out through the county and there have been enquiries from beyond, so that we can be pleased with the impact that this initiative has had.

There are still cases arising around the Borough but not focussed on any particular area at this time. AH reported that application levels have dropped. Decided to monitor the situation and consider a targeted push after the police reorganisation has settled down in May, possibly focussing on Saturday shoppers at supermarkets.

Tony Hardman is running the scheme throughout North Warwickshire on behalf of the force and the NW Association.

The screws can also be obtained from Atherstone and Coleshill Police stations and through individual coordinators in their watch areas.

Action: Those wanting supplies: - contact Tony Hardman 01827 873774 or email aphardman@aol. Com.

Suggestions to publicise this were made and include Local Radio; Parish and Community Magazines.

Action: All members to consider contacting local magazines to achieve this and spread the word.
Ride Along scheme   In view of the changes that are taking place in the organisation of the Police, it is considered that requests for this should be put on hold for the immediate future. The new contact for the scheme is Roger Fildes.
Database   The database is available to the Police and PCSO’s; it can also be made available to coordinators on a controlled access basis (see below).

Presently we appear to have some 960 coordinators/contacts listed; of which about 325 have email contacts that work as at 31st Aug 2010

PCSO’s have been instructed to use the database information to contact coordinators in their Safer Neighbourhood team areas in the Borough to improve communication with individual coordinators. They are also using this procedure to update the info in the lists and convey the results to MH who is keeping the list under review.

Action: RF/RP to investigate the delay and expedite ASAP.

PCSO’s to continue to pursue and update via Maureen Hipkiss; coordinators to monitor and report on progress with contacts.

Liaison using the Database.    . Anyone wishing to contact coordinators in their local area should contact MH (maureenhipkiss@btinternet.com) who will be in a position to forward their details to fellow local coordinators for them to respond and make contact. This procedure is necessary to comply with the Data Protection Act as contact details cannot be freely circulated to other members without their agreement.

Action: Individuals to contact MH

Crimestoppers RP reported that the police are now attending meetings.

Facebook   SS reported the site is nearing completion.  Grant applications are being made. AF offered to assist SS. 

5.  Treasurers Report

Bank balance at May 2011:

Total: £3976.03

Income: £57.50 (Smart Water)

Outgoings: £222.44 (Computer connection; Insurance for trailer)
6. Police Update Karl Faulkner

1. Police Force Changes introduced in May 2011

2. Points of contact within SNT’s for NW will be the police officer, who is the Beat Manager for the individual SNT that represents their area. This person could then take responsibility for actions needed and team awareness of the issue raised. There was discussion around the need to give wide publicity to this and to the personnel in each team locally; particularly bearing in mind that only a third of NW members are using email as a contact medium and that for the immediate future paper sheets with details on parish/pub/etc notice boards could well be the main information outlet.
3. Beat Officers in charge are:
· North – Paul Painter        02476 483622    nwn.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk
· East  -- Leon Carter        02476 483622     new.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk
· South – Ellen Beaty        02476 483554     nws.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk
· West – Nina Bowden     02476 483554     nww.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk
4. From May, Neighbourhood Watch Associations will have an identified single point of contact.  Martin McNevin is the police officer at HQ responsible for Community policing in respect of NW   - he attends county group meetings and Inspector Pat Devereux who will oversee NW activity.
Sergeant Karl Faulkner has been nominated as the Single Point of Contact officer ( SPOC) at HQ for District NW Associations. Contact: Karl.Faulkner@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk.

7. Locality (Community) Area Forums

We still need additional volunteers to represent us at the “south” area meetings.

No major changes to priorities were discernible, other than specific localities for attention in policing terms.

8. County WNWA
Meeting held 9th June: DA and SS attended.

· Personnel: notified that Maria Smedley (Fire Service officer re NW) is being made redundant and no replacement officer is likely. Karl Faulkner has been appointed as “Spot Officer”  - contact between the Police and Warks. NW Associations.

· Awards Scheme 2011 – decisions made and winners notified.

· T Time project – This stands for Testing Electrical Equipment – BL has put in a bid for £5000.00 funding against the WCC fire and rescue budget for each NW Assoc. to have one training place for Portable Appliance Testing  “qualification” so that home fire safety checks can be carried out, for example, by the trained NW Assoc. rep. Bid supported but we all will need to know more about the project – e.g. for insurance purposes not least.

· West Mercia Alliance is now in place re cooperation between forces in Warks; Worcs; and West Mercia on Cost reduction and strategic related issues. I expressed concern that links with Leics and Staffs/West Midlands must not be forgotten in our geographical situation, as these county areas are more significant to us.

· JD advised of an opportunity to purchase sophisticated security lighting (£5000.00) and door chains (£15.00)

· Police report by Insp. Pat Devereux. Policing system introduced 9th May is bedding in well: seeking to recruit Special Constables; focussing on engagement with the public; noticeable increase in the incidence of domestic burglaries – risen from 4 per day to 7 per day in county [1per day in North Warks]  

· “Operation Crunch” re burglary increase is on going. Matt Chisty who was instrumental in setting up the “Gold” meeting project, has a new post and will need to be replaced. BL and RP are NW reps on this group.  

9.  N&BNWA

No rep present due to holidays.

10. SIG Crime and Disorder Special Interest Group

DA attended on 5th July.

Burglary – there has been a 122% increase this year to date in incidents (NB this is 30 cases up to 80 cases to get a true picture of what is otherwise a frightening percentage figure) – partly due to a campaign in the West Midlands that was not announced to neighbouring forces beforehand. Discussion ranged around raising awareness with residents through all available means and action by the various groups. Action: use media team to provide/circulate messages; devise with beat Bobbies local newsletters for street/parish notice board/pub board/parish magazine use; use local radio

Vehicle Crime – numbers remain low despite carelessness of individual car owners who continue to make the problem worse by not taking precautions. Action: print/circulate posters and “no satnav----“ car display cards for distribution.

Violent Crime – mainly associated with drinking. Pubs tackled through licensing procedures that has brought about an improvement. Initiatives with schools re alcohol awareness are in hand. Moves are afoot to use various new technology modes to attract the youth element.

Investigating reinvigorating the “Pub Watch” scheme.

Arson – Currently this is a success story. Incident rate low; known dangers removed. Need to be vigilant in summer due to dry conditions and school holidays.

Community Safety booklets are now available for distribution.

Anti Social Behaviour and criminal damage – Incidence is generally low at the time of the meeting. Local hot spots identified through Area Forum meetings. Hams Hall boy racers – agreement now in place and being driven by the businesses on site. Formal process is being followed through to bring this to an end finally. Question raised? Is there a danger it will go somewhere else in the area?   

11.   Web Site
The new web site is up and running but in its infancy. The web address is at the head of this minute. Please visit and comment. We intend to use the site more intensely for conveying information.
12. Other Business

Open Day Event 10th September2011 
JB reported excellent progress for which he was thanked. Discussion took place over the arrangements, attendees and associated matters.

Fire Alarms

The Fire Service wishes to link with NW groups locally to pursue fire safety checks and the distribution of fire alarms in association with a campaign that is being run. Contact: Andy Bates of the County Fire Service.

Face book

SS has opened a Facebook account for the Association in a bid to particularly attract younger people. ST suggested a source for USB’s re Facebook.

JB reported on the success of the Birchmoor Facebook account that enabled speedy message circulation.

Police ”Gold” Burglary Group

JD sought involvement from the Association members at a meeting due to meet at Leek Wootton HQ on Friday’s at 10.00 am until September. RP confirmed that he would be attending the first meeting.

Forthcoming Events

Action: RP asked for assistance in manning the events listed at the head of the minutes. PLEASE CONTACT HIM.
The meeting Closed at 8.56 pm


Signed Chairman:



Date:
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