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News from the Village Hall — What
have we been up to?

Since our last posting in the Newsletter we celebrated our
transition into 2025 in our usual way with a mega themed din-
ner. This time we chose to pay tribute to our

Viking heritage and the contribution of Scandinavia to the
world cuisine. | think it worked and, judging by their response,
so did our guests. If nothing else the décor was something to
marvel at - who knew you could knit a Viking Long Ship?

Since then we have not been sitting on our laurels’, instead we
have marched forward with Hall improvements; by installing
patio doors, we have created a link between the main Hall and
the Garden and we have improved our bar facilities.

By the time you read this we will also have refurbished the Toi-
let Block with the aim of moving from a dodgy 4/10 customer
rating to what we hope will be at least a 9/10 with central heat-
ing, new units, sinks, baby changing etc and wipe clean wall
cladding.

We have also proposed what we hope will be a rewarding pro-
gramme of events for the year ahead:

3 May, May Fayre.

21 June, Skittles and outdoor games, with food and bar.

12 July, A Summers Night of Entertainment, Music to dance
by, comedy, buffet and bar.

16 August ,Yeeee Haaaaar, Country Music / Line Dance night
6 September, A Bottomless Afternoon Prosecco Tea.

11 October, Retro Disco period food and bar.

31 October, Children’s Halloween party.

22 November, Christmas Fayre.

To finish off the year we plan to travel to warmer climes with an

exotic Turkish Feast Chris Wynne Austrey Village Hall
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16 and under.
Only one per child while stocks last!

Neighbourhood Plan Rgview 2025 Update

By the time you receive this, we will have completed the village
consultation that has been underway for a 6 week period. We
have received some really good feedback so a massive thank
you to everyone who attended the event or has taken the time
to complete a questionnaire; everyone’s comments will be re-
viewed over the next few weeks.

Once all responses have been reviewed, we will them amend
the plan to reflect these responses if necessary and then it will
be submitted to North Warks Borough Council for their formal
review. They have seen the Review in it's draft stage so we
don't anticipate them raising any major concerns unless some-
thing comes from the responses that requires significant
amendments to the Review.

We will keep everyone abreast of what's happening - please
contact sam@austrey.co.uk or on 07976 606745 with any
queries.

L
Austrey Women’s Institute

The Wl is not just Jam and Jerusalem, nationally and locally
we lobby about hugely varied matters that affect us all - think
screening for prostrate cancer and last year marking the 70t
Anniversary of ‘'Keep Britain Tidy’ in Parliament which was es-
tablished in 1954 by the WI as a direct result of a resolution
passed by members to ‘preserve the countryside against des-
ecration by litter’

We meet on the 2" Thursday of the month at 7.30pm in Aus-
trey Village Hall and have welcomed a number of new mem-
bers in the last 12 months, we look forward to seeing more.
We will shortly have a Facebook page and it will be updated
regularly - follow us and join us!!

Date for the diary after last years successful walking Treasure
Hunt around the Village we will be having another one on
Saturday 5% July starting times between 1pm-2pm.... Find
out things you didn’t know about the Village

For more information call Ellen - 07790 618632
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Welcome to Austrey— Spring Village News

It's been a busy start to the year as always in Austrey and with the

recent wave of good weather it's lovely to see the footpaths dry-
ing out and the gardens coming into bloom around the village.

There's lots going on in the village, some of which is featured in
the newsletter but there's also the monthly luncheon club which
is on the second Tuesday of every month at the Village Hall or
Coffee and Chat which is the fourth Thursday of every month;
again at the Village Hall.

The Community Orchard has several events planned as has the
Remembrance group and we would encourage everyone to save
the date for the Street Party which is planned to commemorate
VE day on Sunday 4 th May between 1 and 5 pm on Main
Road between Bishops Cleeve and the crossroads by Nether
End.

Further details on this to follow but if you've not attended one
before they are great fun!

As always, a huge thanks goes out to the residents of our village
for all of their sterling work in supporting the variety of activities
that happen across the village. The Village Hall is looking fabu-
lous and | know there's another new development happening
there which will be shared shortly.

Chris and her fabulous team continue to make marvellous food
and help people make new friends at Coffee and Chat and
much, much more is going on.

In particular, I'd like especially to thank a couple of our younger
village residents, Hattie and Martha who as part of their Duke of
Edinburgh award are completing various volunteering tasks
around the village. They've turned their hands to all sorts from
sign cleaning to leaflet delivering - in fact they may well have put
this newsletter through your door so do please say hello if you
see them.

Read us on line @ www.austrey.co.uk
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Did you know?
Please take a few minutes to read this important article
about an integral part of Austrey village.

After a very saddening conversation with Reverend Jo-
anne Dyer, we discovered that our church, St Nicholas, is
in need of significant repair.
The roof is leaking, causing damage to the stonework and tim-
bers, the damp is causing the floor to rot. The water is running
down the walls, taking with it paint and causing staining. It's a
problem, but it isn't just Reverend Joanne's burden to carry. St.
Nicholas Church is a cornerstone of our community, and preserv-
ing it is a shared responsibility.
The church is an important part of our village. Whether we go to
church or not, no one, we hope, would want to see it close or be-
come unusable. It's a place that has celebrated life in all its joys
and sorrows for over 700 years. We need to do something.
We need to stop the water ingress, and stop further deteriora-
tion. St Nicholas Church is Grade 2* listed with a Westmoreland
slate random diminishing roof, if you wanted to put the most
expensive roof on a building, this would be it! therefore we can-
not just use any materials or any contractors, they must be con-
servation specialists and supervised by approved conservation

architects. This also increases the costs.

So how much?

The Church roof: A quote was obtained last year to give an
idea what the costs could be. £156036 plus VAT this is a mini-
mum cost for just the roof, without the remaining remedial work
that will be required.

The Church Memorial Clock: The church memorial clock is
also in dire need of repairs and construction of a timber frame
to protect it from the elements; the cost to date is

£5,400+VAT . In total the church needs approx
£161,436+VAT for repairs.

What is the church doing about it?

Contrary to popular belief the church -St Nicholas - does not
have access to money from the Church of England.

There is no magic pot of money and the small faithful congrega-
tion from Austrey and the wider parish of All Souls are doing all
they can to pay the bills and keep the doors open. They have to
raise approx £90k a year just to stand still. But that doesn’t mean
they are not working hard to secure the future of the church
here in Austrey.

Did you know? (contd.)

Earlier this year they invited the surveyor from Historic England
to visit and consider whether it should be placed on the herit-
age at risk register, as this would significantly help with access-
ing grants to undertake the works. They recommended that
the church go out to tender to identify a conservation architect
to lead the works. The tender process was undertaken and
three highly experienced companies have tendered.

Revd Joanne is in the process of securing a grant to enable
this work to be paid for. Although this adds to the cost, it also
increases the credibility of the project for prospective funders.
They are also continuing to invite our support through month-
ly coffee mornings, The Austrey Breakfast, and events like bin-
go, comedy nights and concerts.

What can we do?

® \We can support events put on by the church to raise
funds. Supporting these events doesn't just raise money
but more importantly they show potential funders that
we are interested and value the church building in our
midst.

® Does anyone have access to match funding through
their employer? Talk to us, we can help you organise

an event to support the church which could be match
funded by your employer.

® Could an Austrey group you belong to run an event to
raise funds and awareness for the church?

® Could you make a donation, or leave a legacy?

What we can’t do is nothing.

It isn't just down to Reverend Joanne to sort this very con-
cerning issue out .The responsibility of preserving St. Nicho-
las Church falls on the collective shoulders of the communi-
ty.

St. Nicholas Church is not just a building; it's a symbol of com-
munity, history, and shared identity for Austrey village.
Thank you for taking the time to read this.

Gemma Barlow -Manders, Heather Swan and Ellen Beaty

If you have any ideas please do contact:
Rector_all_souls@btinternet.com

Gemmabarlowmanders@gmail.com

Hazel Meadow Allotments

Dependent on the weather the site is challenging but fun. Two
not very dry summers and wet winters have still not prevented
us from feeding ourselves and others. Let's see what this year
brings.

We still have a short waiting list and if you would like to join this
band of calloused, digging, enthusiasts then please contact

Ellen - 07790 618632

A big thank you to Tris who is always there to help and the ca-
maraderie between the allotment holders who e

support each other. "
@

Read us on line @ www.austrey.co.uk

Austrey Gardening Club \I_lég 'g

Austrey Gardening Club meets in the village hall on the sec-
ond Tuesday of each month. Our wide and varied programme
of activities include includes talks from specialist speakers - in
the last six months we have learnt about pruning, and Geoff
Bates regaled us on a virtual tour of Great British Gardens.

In December we invited BBC radio presenter and gardener,
Karen Gimson, to demonstrate how to build a Christmas
wreath - and everyone went home with a piece of Christmas in
their hand! This month we got our hands dirty making Japa-
nese kokedamas, (Japanese hanging plants). We have also
started this year's potato competition which will be judged in
August.

We are affiliated to the Royal Horticultural Society and take ad-
vantage of our free annual visit to one of their gardens every
summer. This year we are planning a June visit RHS Hyde Hall
in Essex and, as we will be hiring a full size coach, non-
members are very welcome to join us. In the summer we will
be making a private visit to Bridge House Garden in Bodymoor
Heath and hope to arrange a visit to John’s Garden at Ash-
wood Nurseries in Kingswinford.

Whatever your age or ability, if you are interested in gardens,
flowers and vegetables or just enjoy visiting gardens (often
with cake thrown in!) please do come and join us at our meet-
ings in the village hall on the second Tuesday of the month.



Austrey Community Orchard -

From a seed of an idea; to a community
project that bear's real fruit!

Spring has Sprung!

As we move into spring the orchard community volunteers have

been getting together to plan for the year ahead.
We are looking for more helpers who want to help wake up the
orchard and help prepare it for the year ahead.

This year we are hoping to make the most of this beautiful area,
by holding events to provide activities and once again engage
the whole community from toddlers to our more senior resi-
dents. Whilst we are asking for enthusiastic volunteers to take
part in planting and maintenance we are also planning more so-
cial activities to enjoy.

Making new friends and getting to know more of the community
has been such a lovely bonus from this project, and of course
nothing is better, after a few hours digging , than a get together
at the pub.

Get involved:

The Big Dig Saturday April 5th : 10am till 12pm

® \We would love more volunteers to join us

tidying, digging and planting for the summer.
Come and join the first Big Dig of the Year!

® Alternatively donate a plant, either from your own garden or
from a garden centre, we will happily give them a new home!
Contact Neil at Nhayward@austrey.com or drop off at 11
Bishops Cleeve.

Diary Dates: Save these dates or keep your eye out for fu-

ture details of these planned events:

Austrey Community Orchard Summer Fete

Saturday 5th July 2pm till 4pm

Events details coming soon:

Teddy Bears Picnic 2 till 3 pm Ages 1-4 (Date to be con-

firmed)

Bring your favourite Teddy, lunch (Mummies and daddies invit-

ed) crafts, games . Free event.

Childrens’ Craft Experience. Paint and Plant a flower pot. Get

creative with paint and potting compost!

Details to come follow us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/groups/399393972905339
Austrey Village Orchard

From the Vicarage

In today'’s fast-paced world, when we are surrounded by
disturbing news it's easy to overlook the simple joys and
blessings that surround us.

Cultivating an attitude of gratitude can transform our lives,
bringing numerous benefits to our mental, emotional, spir-
itual and physical well-being.

Gratitude is more than just saying “thank you” It's a mindset
that involves recognizing and appreciating the positive as-
pects of our lives, no matter how small.

Research has shown that practicing gratitude can lead to
increased happiness, reduced stress, and improved rela-
tionships.

When we focus on what we're thankful for, we shift our at-
tention away from negative thoughts and experiences, fos-
tering a more positive outlook on life.

One effective way to cultivate gratitude is by keeping a
gratitude journal. Each day, take a few moments to write
down three things you're grateful for, if you are a poor
sleeper it's a good thing to do before bed. These can be as
simple as a warm cup of coffee in the morning, a kind ges-
ture from a friend, or a beautiful sunset.

Reflecting on these moments helps reinforce the positive
aspects of your life and creates a habit of looking for the
good.

There is never a wrong time to develop a practice of grati-
tude, but Spring and Easter if definitely a good time. As
bulbs push through, and buds appear on what look like
dead sticks, | am reminded of the new life and hope we
have in Christ. | am reminded of the generous extravagant
love shown for us on the cross, but | am also reminded to
be grateful for the small things too.

Incorporating gratitude into your daily routine doesn't re-
quire grand gestures. It's about finding joy in the little
things and acknowledging the abundance in your life.

Why not give it a try and see where it leads.
Blessings

Revd, Joanne

WARWICKSHIRE
April Services including Holy Week and Easte

Sun 6th April }
8.30 am AUSTREY Holy Communion

10.30am NEWTON REGIS Family Worship l
6.00 pm WARTON Evening Prayer 'V

PALM SUNDAY 13th April

8.30 am NEWTON REGIS Holy Communion

10.30am WARTON Family Worship

6.00pm SHUTTINGTON Evening Prayer/Passion
\»,/ I/\larrative

MAUNDY THURSDAY 17th Apri
7.30 pm Warton Parish Room Agape Meal + Service

GOOD FRIDAY 18th April

\ # 2-3.00 pm WARTON Meditation by the Cross
% " . . .
7‘-‘ 8.00 pm SHUTTINGTON Good Friday M?dltatlt?n

A (with choir)

/ s APR 20 EASTER DAY
' ‘ 8.30 am SECKINGTON Easter Communion

10.30am AUSTREY Easter Family Communion
6.00pm NEWTON REGIS Easter Praise (with choir)

APR 27
O am SHUTTINGTON Family Worship
No Evening Service

Austrey Annual Bonfire

It's that time of year again, keep Saturday 8th November free
(leaves Halloween free) - no matter what the weather...

Again we will be having live music, burgers and beer, fantastic
fireworks, warming bonfire and a great village atmosphere.

It is a TICKET AND CASH ONLY event with tickets available at
Austrey Stores, The Bird in Hand, Four Shires Farm Shop and
Maypole Stores. We hope tickets will be available from 15t Octo-
ber but follow us on FaceBook and the Village Notice Board

We are interested if you want to help, have new ideas or would
like to raise some money for your group on the
night please contact:-

Tris - 07944 652399




Austrey’s Doves
Austrey has its own flock of doves. Many people wonder how

they got here.

Fifteen or so years ago Pete bought his wife Sandra a dovecote. It
seemed like a nice feature for the back garden, many of you will
have seen it in our garden at the top of The Bishops.

To add the residents, Pete bought four doves. Adding doves in-
volves 'homing them - trapping in their dovecote for four to six
weeks. Well one Houdini dove slipped out and after 4 weeks the
homing net was removed. The three stayed for a day then disap-
peared.

Another four doves were recruited and homed for six weeks.
They stayed for a couple of days then disappeared. A further pair
were homed for 8 weeks and they stayed and in due course most
of the first eight returned and there was a nice flock which lived
happily for a couple of years.... Until the crows came.

At nesting time crows are not a friendly bird . The crows mostly
live around the church tower. They proceeded to destroy the
eggs and eat the young doves and no way could be found to dis-
courage them .

The nice flock of doves dispersed very rapidly. Most of them
stayed around the area until the Sparrow Hawk arrived.

The sparrow hawk is a beautiful bird. The male is brownish and
speckled but notably smaller than the female. The male eats
blackbird and sparrow sized birds. But the steelie grey female
goes for larger birds - such as pigeons and doves.

They fly at full speed into their target then spin around and col-
lect the stunned bird out of the air. | know this well as one of the
doves was collected from a few feet above my head. They then
settle down to devour the complete bird, beak, feet and all. The
only evidence left is a pile of feathers.

The sparrow hawk was the finale for my doves. They still occa-
sionally appear near us but are more often seen flying around the
village.

So that is the origin of the Austrey doves. It
also accounts for the occasional pile of white
feathers and the fat crows.

Pete Yates

Read us on line @ www.austrey.co.uk
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Yauth Club faf Ages 10-15

H Local Contact List

Sports lsames Actifities Refresfiments Parish Council Contact

Phone Number

Email address

Neil Hayward (Chair)

07789 320003

nhayward@austrey.co.uk

EERS/HELP WELCONJE .

Sam Goldney 07976 606745 sam@austrey.co.uk
Tristan Fraser (Vice-chair) 07974 176096 tristan@austrey.co.uk
Elaine Horton tbc

Terry Webb 07789021984 twebb@austrey.co.uk
Heather Swan 07966 277154 heatherswan@austrey.co.uk
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To email all councillors, please use parishcouncil@austrey.co.uk or to email the clerk

please use parishclerk@austrey.co.uk
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To register please contact

There is also a Parish Council post-box mounted outside the village shop.
Our website can be found at: www.austreyparishcouncil.co.uk

michelle.withey@gmail.com I

JILL HAYWARD’S CHARITY
EVENTS & CHALLENGES

JILL'S STORY

Jill is a 63-year-old female user of Ashby Leisure Centre & Lido. Last year Jill wore Size 32 clothes and
suffered from anxiety, depression, diabetes, and sleep apnoea. Fast forward and on the back of an 8 stone
weight loss resulting from her usage of Ashby LC & Lido, she now wears Size 14 clothes and is no longer
impacted by the anxiety, depression, diabetes and sleep apnoea that were collectively crippling her wellbeing.

On the Tuesday 28th December 2023, after a serious health scare, Jill decided to make a change to try and
improve her health and lifestyle. Jill changed her diet completely and in May 2024, she took advice from her
son and visited the leisure centre with her husband Neil. This was quite a scary decision as she feared that
she would feel uncomfortable or judged for her age and size, and might face ridicule from fitter, slimmer,
younger gym users. But everyone at the gym was friendly, no one was judgemental, and Neil would always sit
in the cafe to give here confidence and make sure he supported her first steps into the gym.

By surprise Jill enjoyed her exercise and took out PT sessions first with Bernie (who is always a friendly face)
and then with Ollie who challenged and encouraged her to improve movement, strength and balance. She
soon became a regular visiting the gym 4-5 times a week.

Before Jill started her fitness journey at the centre, she even struggled to get up out of the chair to let the dog
out in the garden. Jill now feels joy from movement and walks to the shops and back with ease and is thrilled
to enjoy life so much more.

Visiting the leisure centre and being active has also had a positive impact on her social wellbeing. Jill, her
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Easter Services at
Austrey Baptist Church

Good Friday

An hour at the cross 3pm
An Audio Visual meditation on the events
leading to the cross, with holy Communion

Easter Sunday
Family Worship-10:45am

with Holy Communion
A joyful celebration of the
T glorious Resurrection and
what it means for YOUR FUTURE

Line Dancing for Breast Cancer Research

husband Neil, her son James and partner, and grandchild meet up for a coffee at the centre after exercise / or AS yOU may kn OW. as a Way tO say than k yOU for my own Im proved
1

a family swim, and they have made new friends amongst the other centre users, now meeting up for country
walks and line dancing. The difference in her life is joyous. It has given her the chance to experience
freedom of movement in a way she never dreamed possible. She says “my only regret is not doing this earlier,
but I'm going to live life to the full from now on!”

EVENTS & CHALLENGES

To help raise money for our charity partner Breast Cancer Now, Jill is taking
on events and challenges inside and outside the centre! She is hoping for
participants to join her for the events, so get involved!...
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1000m Swim Challenge Wednesday 5 November 2025
50KG Deadlift Challenge Wednesday 3 December 2025 | 11am

. PLEASE SCAN THE =)
everyone QR CODE TO DONATE
ACTIVE THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
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Thank you .

sions at the village hall.

health and wellbeing, | am undertaking a series of challenges to
raise funds for Breast Cancer research, it's my way to pay tribute to
members of my friends and family who have faced Breast Cancer
related challenges with bravery, humour and dignity.

During the week commencing 14 April | will be Line Dancing the
same distance as running the marathon, in a series of hour long ses-

| would love it if you could pop in to join me or just to lend me your
support and especially consider making a donation.

Details will appear on the Austrey Update Facebook page.

Jull x
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