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Annual Austrey Charity Day 

Gareth at the Bird in Hand would like to say a huge thanks to the patrons of 
the pub who turned out in numbers again this year to support our annual 
charity day in memory of our great friend, David Smith, who passed away  
6 years ago.  We have been holding a football match and auction and raffle 
each year since and have now raised over £20,000 for Macmillan and Cancer 
Research. 

We leafleted the entire village but unfortunately, for whatever reason, people 
decided not to turn up in support of the event. Let’s hope next year we see 
some new faces. 

The total raised was over £3600!  The auction itself raised over £3000 and 
there were some fantastic bargains.  We would also like to say a personal 
thankyou to the people that donated the prizes again this year. They were 
absolutely fantastic and, as last year, the auction raised over 75% of the total 
money. 

We will be holding the event on the first Saturday in June each year moving 
forward so put June 6th, 2020 in your diaries.  If anybody would like to 
donate anything for next year, please get in touch with Gareth at the pub on 
07823330454. We can store items at the pub if needed. 

Thanks again for the support, ladies and gents, and let's hope that next year 
we can raise even more money for two fantastic causes. 

 Safer Neighbourhoods is all about police,  
partners and the local community working  
together to improve their neighbourhood.  
We tackle crimes such as graffiti, anti-social  
behaviour and other local issues that impact  
upon the quality of people’s lives. 

Safer Neighbourhoods Team Contacts:  
 

North Beat. 
Police Sargeant 477 Neil Pearsall. 
Email:neil.pearsall@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 

 

Police Constable 1024 Dave Tew. 
Email: david.tew@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 

 

Police Community Support Officer  
Simeon Hodson 6098 

Beat Areas: Dordon and surrounding villages. 
Email: simeon.hodson@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 

 

Police Community Support Officer Sarah Fretter 6262  
Beat Areas: Polesworth and surrounding villages 
Email: sarah.fretter@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 

 

Atherstone Office Number:01827 719297. 
Emergency: 999   Non-Emergency 101 Crimestoppers: 0800555111 

The Rural Watch website www.warwickshireruralwatch.co.uk is also a 
fantastic source for crime prevention advice and alerts.  The website literally 
covers everything from Drone advice to Farm Outbuilding advice. Angela Turner 

Newton Regis Tennis Club 

On 19th May we held our open day to introduce new 
coaches Edd Whetton and Josh Hull-Witten.  We had a 
fantastic turnout, enjoying a variety of tennis themed games 
and delicious refreshments including a superb BBQ kindly 
supplied by Rory and his family.  Two lucky people won the 
raffle for free refreshments and we are looking forward to seeing them at the 
club.  Summer camps are being held over the school holidays: details on 
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/allinclusivetennis 

Chris Wynne 

Move Over Glastonbury — Austrey's Coming Through! 

Okay, so that might be a bit of poetic 
licence but the good news is that we 
were successful in bidding for a Live 
& Local music event in October.   
This  means that, thanks to Arts 
Council sponsorship, we will host a 
group with a national profile (and 
national performance fees to match!); 
one that we couldn't normally dream 
of booking. So, when is it?   
Who are they?  What do they do? 

5 October 19 at 7:30PM 
Men in General are an a cappella 
quartet who mix comedy with 
exquisitely harmonious treatments of 
Billy Joel, Lou Reed, Marvin Gaye, Stephen Stills, Tom Jones, The Beach 
Boys and many more.   

Doors open 6:45pm, licensed bar, tickets cost £ 10:50, raffle etc.   
Tickets from Chris, Tel 830302 or Joan, Tel 830658.  

This event will be advertised across the West Midlands and the group have a 
following.  So, if you want a ticket don't delay, book today! 

What Else Have You Done?  When not liaising with the moguls of the pop 
industry your trusty Hall Committee have been up to the usual: mending roofs, 
fixing leaks and organising local events such as: 

The July Skittles Challenge! This is an event 
we like to aim at our younger guests.  If you 
weren't there, then you're just not mixing with the 
in-crowd!  

In the event, balls flew, records tumbled, the No1 
seed faded in the final round and youth won-out 
over experience.  An earth-shaking finale had 
Wimbledon reviewing its format.  Has croquet 
had its day? Should it be the Lawn Tennis & 
Skittles Club? Might Strawberries be passe?  
Are pork rolls de rigueur? 

Suffice it to say a good night was had by all!  See the photos of our lucky 
winners, happy guests and the pork roll chain-gang. 

 

And Finally ... if you were moved by the plea in last month's Austrey News 
regarding the need for volunteers, look no further than the Village Hall.   
We will be decorating the hall during the 1st week of August and need your 
help and support. Contact Stan on 830487 for details. 

HS2 Strike at Austrey Again  

In the latest round of amendments, HS2 have announced they are to build a 
track maintenance depot at Austrey. Located almost opposite the Cornfields 
development between the motorway and the new railway line, it will reach 
from No Man’s Heath Lane right across past Flavel Farm.  

It will house track maintenance vehicles (which will go out to repair any track 
faults) as well as material storage, offices, and car parking. It will be 
operational 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, and will require constant access.  

Although it will be slightly below ground level it will be floodlit during all hours 
of darkness and with loading/unloading there is the possibility of lots of noise 
emanating from the site. 

The entrance to the site will be off Newton Lane so there will be quite an 
increase of traffic in that area which will be quite heavily loaded with 
construction traffic.  

Austrey doesn’t need this.  The Parish Council will do its utmost to protest 
against this additional 
development during the 
consultation period, which  
ends in early September. 

Thanks to those of you  
who have completed the 
questionnaire we sent out 
about this.  Remember that if 
there’s more than one person 
in your household, you can fill 
in more than one response.  

If we don’t already have your 
email details to keep you in  
the loop of what’s happening, 
please share it with 
clerk@austrey.co.uk.  
We promise just to use it for 
village related matters.  

Please look out for how you 
can respond to the consultation 
Remember: if it’s not included  
in the consultation, it won’t be 
considered afterwards!  

Brian Grix took this snap (above) of an HS2 banner at the recent roadshow held 
at Austrey Village Hall.  Do you think HS2 is being a good neighbour?  

Information about the latest changes affecting Austrey can be found at 
www.gov.uk/government/consultations/hs2-phase-2b-design-refinement-consultation  

( or use this tiny URL abbreviation: https://tinyurl.com/y52p5qse ) 

Sam Goldney 



Community Timeline 

Events and activities for your calendar 

 

The Austrey News is prepared for the 
Parish Council. Its aim is to keep 
everyone informed of anything that 
affects our community, or is otherwise 
of interest to villagers. It is produced  
bi-monthly and delivered to all houses 
within the parish, and can also be 
downloaded from www.austrey.co.uk.  

Advertising charges per edition are: 

• £5 for 4.4cm high x 6.1cm wide  

• £8.50 for 8.9cm high x 6.1cm wide 

• £12 for 8.9cm high x 12.2cm wide 

Editorial Policy 

October edition — by September 7th 
December edition—by November 7th 
February edition—by January 7th 

News Copy Deadlines 

Bus shelter; bye laws; public clocks; 
drainage of ditches and ponds; general 
spending—parish councils can spend a 
limited amount of money on anything 
they deem of benefit to the community; 
a parish council may accept gifts; litter 
bin provision and support for any anti- 
litter campaign; planning—parish 
councils must be notified of and display 
for residents any planning applications 
in the area.  
Job Advertisement: Lengthsman 
required for maintenance jobs around 
the village.  For more details, and to 
apply, please contact the Parish Clerk. 

Parish Responsibilities 

Details of village groups and societies can be found on www.austrey.co.uk.  
Please contact the Parish Clerk for details if you can’t access the internet. 

Parish Council, Government and Austrey Village Contacts 

Contact the Parish Clerk 
The Parish Clerk, Lynsey Treadwell,  
is the main contact for both the Parish 
Council & Austrey News. Tel: 818 558  
Email: clerk@austrey.co.uk  
Post: Austrey Parish Council post-box, 
outside Village Shop, Main Rd, Austrey 

During the summer months Austrey 
Gardening Society always go on 
outings to see different gardens and 
so far we have enjoyed visiting the 
Erasmus Darwin museum in 
Lichfield and Quarry Bank Mill, a 
National Trust property in Cheshire. 
Our final outing is in August when 
we shall be having a day in Warwick, 
home to the Hill Close Gardens 
amongst other attractions. 

At our September meeting, back in 
the Village Hall, we will be having a 
talk about making wine from the 
hedgerows - with samples! 

October's meeting is going to be a 
practical session where Gerald 
Ingram from Planters garden centre 
will demonstrate planting layers of 
bulbs in large pots to provide 100 
days of colour, with members 
planting up their own pots 
afterwards. Messy but fun! 

Jane Hodgkinson 

Austrey Bonfire 
and Fireworks  
will be held on  
Saturday  
2nd November  
a date for your  
diary (there will be  
more info. in the next edition).   

For those new to the village, this 
event takes place on the Playing 
Field with an excellent firework 
display, band, bar, and the bonfire. 

We are always looking for help on 
the day and in the evening so if you 
would like to join the team please 
contact either: 

Mick Beeson - 07979817356 
Ellen Beaty - 07790618632 

On Friday 8th May 2020 the country 
is celebrating 75 years of Victory in 
Europe: what a good excuse for 
another street party.  We are in the 
early planning stages of a VE Day 
Street Party but ask you put the date 
in your diary. As usual a road 
closure order will be applied for 
between Bishops Cleeve and 
Nether End on Main Road.  We 
expect everyone to be self sufficient 
food, drink and equipment wise. and 
will update nearer the time on 
themes (possibly ration style food so 
get your powdered eggs ready!). 

St Michael & St James Catholic 
Church at Haunton is pleased to 
announce that from September a 
priest will be giving a weekly Mass 
on a Sunday morning, time to be 
confirmed in next few weeks.  He will 
be based at Barton under Needwood 
and serve at Haunton too. 

Reverend Eamonn Corduff is 
currently at Christ the King in 
Kingstanding and will relocate in 
coming weeks.  We look forward to 
welcoming him to our Parish. 

Beryl Grix 

Austrey Baptist Church 

Austrey Baptist Church has just celebrated the  
200th anniversary of its church building.  The members 
meet there every Sunday morning at 10.45am to share 
worship and fellowship.  We share Communion on the 
first Sunday of the month and have a family service on 
the 2nd Sunday.  Apart from on the 2nd Sunday (family 
service), we hold a Sunday School every week.  

We invite a variety of grace preachers to lead our 
services and welcome regular and occasional visitors to 
join us and share a cup of tea or coffee after services. 

Please note that our Harvest Celebration service will be on Sunday 29th 
September at 3pm, and this will be led by Sister Sue Fry who will give us an 
insight into the life of the Hope Nursery in Kenya.  Monetary offering will be 
taken up for Hope Nursery, whilst any food donations will be directed to  
Star Fish and Tamworth Food Bank. 

Everyone is warmly invited to join us at any time, and if you would care to join 
us on Saturday 7th September for a litter pick around the village, we will be 
meeting in the Church car park and picking up litter between 10.30 and 
11.30.  Bin bags and grabbers will be provided. 

Any enquiries can be directed to Anita Allsopp – 01827 830086. 

Austrey Community Coffee & Chat 
will be taking mini break over June 
July and August.  The next coffee 
and chat will be on Tuesday 24th 
September at the village hall from 
10am till 12 midday.  Everyone 
welcome,  we look forward to your 
company. 

A Q&A Session with Austrey WI’s Newest Member 

Chris: Hello Pat and thank you for agreeing to share your experience of 
being a new Austrey WI member. Also a big welcome to the village; 
we hope that you’re enjoying living here! 

Chris: How did you hear about Austrey WI? 
Pat: My son lives in the village, and he told me about WI. Also other people 

in passing. I met a WI member at a parish council meeting, we got 
talking and she mentioned the WI. I said I was going to the next WI 
meeting the following night.  

Chris: When you came to the first meeting, were you made welcome? 
Pat: Absolutely, from the moment I walked in everyone was very welcoming 

an approachable. Hand on heart, they were lovely; hence why I joined 
WI that night! 

Chris: Since joining has your experience of activities, speakers’ outings etc 
met your expectation? 

Pat: Yes most definitely, the talks are interesting and the trips and outings 
I’ve been on I’ve enjoyed they’ve been excellent. 

Chris: What have you enjoyed the most about WI? 
Pat: The people; meeting the people and having a chat. 

Chris: To help us improve people’s experience, and with a fresh pair of eyes; 
is there anything you think could be improved.  We really welcome 
feedback from members.  

Pat: Can’t think of anything negative; my experience has been very 
positive. I’m very happy an glad I joined 

Chris: It’s quite hard to walk into a room full of people you hardly know?   
So with that in mind, if anyone is thinking of coming along to WI what 
advice would you give them. 

Pat: Don’t be afraid to come in because you will be greeted with a warm 
welcome the moment you enter the door. People are very 
approachable a friendly. It will be a welcoming experience for you. I 
meet new people through going.  

Chris: Thank you Pat 

We do not meet in August.  Our next Austrey WI meeting is Thursday 12th 
September at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.  Our speaker will be Rob Hemmings 
talking about The Trouble with Trivia.  At our October 10th meeting, Margaret 
Henley will talk to us about the Polesworth Abbey Nuns.  All welcome. 

Austrey Archery Group continues to grow. Three 
members joined us after our recent successful training 
session, and we hope they will enjoy a lifetime of 
pleasure with us. Archery is a great sport, suited to all 
ages and abilities. You can compete with others, with 
yourself, or just shoot for simple pleasure. And being 
a small club, everyone knows each other, and we have a good friendly 
atmosphere with regular social events such as lunches and picnics.  

We give occasional demonstrations at carnivals and fairs as well as laying on 
demos for youth groups. Unfortunately we were unable to run our traditional 
“Have-a-Go” at Warton Carnival this year as the bad weather made the 
ground far too unsafe.  

We shoot at Shuttington and Alvecote Village Hall on Saturdays from 
10.00am until noon, and Wednesday evenings from 6.00pm. Usually 
outdoors but indoors if the weather is bad. So, if you would like to learn more 
about us, just come along and someone will tell you all about the club and 
what we do. Or contact us at austreyarcherygroup@hotmail.co.uk.  

List Your Event With Us! 
Let us know about your event(s) for 

our October / November edition. 

Learn to Save a Child’s Life  

in Just 3 Hours 

Would you know what to do  
in an emergency with your  
child? CPR, choking, bleeds  
and burns as well as more advanced care such as meningitis and febrile 
convulsions? Freddie's Wish - Warwickshire, and MDD First aid are coming to 
Atherstone Children’s Centre to offer a fantastic 3 hour workshop. 

When: October 3rd and December 12th 4pm-7pm (sorry no creche). 
£5 donation to the above charity, Warwickshire residents only. 
To book a place please call 01827 718723. 

Moo Fresh or Milk & More?  Have You Got the Bottle? 

Would you like to do your bit for the environment and reduce your plastic 
usage by going retro and ordering your milk in glass bottles?  Then look no 
further than your traditional milkman!  There are two delivery firms in our local 
area, both ready and waiting to serve you. 

Moo Fresh are a local, family run,  
independent dairy, started by Phil Mitchell  
(no East Enders jokes please, he’s ’herd’  
them before). Based in Wishaw, they deliver  
milk and other dairy products as well as bread and other food items,  
and some household and garden goods.  Whilst they deliver to other villages 
near us, they don’t have any customers in Austrey at the moment.  However 
Phil has confirmed that if a few people contact them, they will be very happy to 
start delivering to Austrey on Wednesday and Saturday. 

Visit their website at https://moofresh.co.uk/  or call 0121 448 0269. 

Milk & More is owned by dairy giant 
Müller.  With 500,000 customers and 
1,100 milkmen nationwide, it has an 
impressive range of over 200 products 
from suppliers from across the whole of 
the UK.  The Milk & More milkman in 
Austrey is Garry Bestwick who delivers on Monday, Wednesday and Friday.   

Visit their website at https://www.milkandmore.co.uk/login  

The winner of the WI caption competition is Tony Treadwell 
His winning entry was “You won’t find Jeffrey up there Gladys!!” 

Well done Tony: your £5 will be delivered to you shortly. 


