News from the Village Hall — What
have we been up to?
By the time you read this, | hope that we will have completed
the final stage of Village Hall refurbishment. We are address-
ing the leaky home-made corridor between the Hall and the
Toilet Block. The present structure was built by the volun-
teers who created the Village Hall Trust and has served us
well for over 15 years but has now begun to show its age.
The refurbished structure will be fully insulated, which will
allow us to link the Toilet Block to the Hall's heating system
allowing the toilets to stay open all year round.

Looking ahead to our entertainment schedule:-

December:
Fri 13 December—Roger Spencer’s “Christmas Cracker”
music/comedy event - get your tickets early for this very
popular performance.

January: We are still finalising our annual themed banquet,
this year we are tuning into our Viking heritage and will
stage a Scandinavian Feast.

During 2025 we hope to continue to serve the village as a
community hub and social centre, with specialist IT lessons
starting in the new year!

But we can offer more than that, the Hall is a fantastic venue
for your family events, your children’s parties or any meetings
or work events you need to stage. Ring Lynn on 01827
830716 to book. Chris Wynne Austrey Village Hall
|
Austrey Women'’s Institute
Another enjoyable year with camaraderie, enlightening meet-
ings, a variety of trips, fun with other members, a successful
Treasure Hunt in the Village and many more adventures.

We meet on the 2" Thursday of the month at 7.30pm in Aus-
trey Village Hall and have welcomed a number of new mem-
bers this year, we look forward to seeing more. We will shortly
have a Facebook page and it will be updated regularly - fol-

low us and join us!!

For more information call Ellen-07790 618632

Austrey Remembrance Project

Austrey has been Remembering with passion this year and we
hope to continue with events next year.

We asked people to knit/crochet poppies to display around
the village, and received hundreds from far and wide, enough
to cover the cross in Church Lane, decorate the entrance to the
Church and create a wall of poppies at the start of Main Road.
A "Wall of Memory “ for personal tributes dressed the Church
porch which was reached by a path of painted poppy stones
made by the Youth club and youngsters of the village.

The Post box was given a wonderful handmade topper and a
field of recycled poppies, complete with emotive silhouettes,
adorned the green area on Main Road.

On Saturday 9 November we held an Exhibition in the Vil-
lage Hall, where everyone was invited to share their stories and
remember those within their families whose lives were affected
by conflict and war.

The lives of those men listed on the Austrey War Memorial
were also highlighted and their lives remembered instead of
simply their names.

The WI hosted a work party to pull all the works together and a
large group of volunteers, of all ages came together to create
a wonderful community project.

Thank you to everyone involved.
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Welcome to Austrey—Village News

As the seasons change into winter and thoughts turn towards
Christmas there are continual reminders of village life. We
had several Halloween activities across the village; the village
Bonfire was blessed with dry weather and there's always
something brewing at the pub.

What continues though is the feeling of community within our
village. If you are new to the village - welcome - please do
take the time to read the articles from some of our vibrant vil-
lage groups as there’s always a warm welcome for new mem-
bers. Whether you would like to get involved in the Commu-
nity Orchard or maybe you've got young people who would
like to make new friends in the village youth club or you
would like to attend one of the varied events at the Village
Hall, there’s something for everyone. Maybe even drop into
the Coffee morning for a cuppa; the cake is guaranteed to be
wonderful.

This was demonstrated by the amazing time that was had at
the Remembrance workshops that have been held recently in
the marquee at the pub. There were different groups of peo-
ple, many who had come on their own as well as others who
had brought the whole family, and the atmosphere was fabu-
lous. Everyone was laughing and chatting with their table ma-
tes, it many instances it was the first time that they had met
but the community spirit was really evident. Young and old
alike, everyone commented on what a good time they had
and who knew how hard crocheting is?

Enjoy this edition of the village news and we hope to see you
at one of our village events very soon. If you want any further
information please do contact a Parish Councillor or email
clerk@austrey.co.uk. Also if you fancy attending an event
and either can't attend as you need a lift or some form of sup-
port or alternatively you don’t want to walk into somewhere
where you don’t know anyone we do understand - there's lots
of volunteers that would be more than happy to accompany

Read us on line @ www.austrey.co.uk
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Fromthe Vicarage

| am sure any of you who have been in church over the past couple of
years will be aware that it is in need of some serious TLC. The building
in some shape has been here from nearly 900 years, the oldest part of
the building you see dating back to the 13th Century. During its life it
has been adapted and added to, to meet the needs of local people.
You only have to look at the roof line, and the pews to see that.

The building as well as being a church is an important historic asset,

one which we have a duty to look after and ensure it continues to be fit

for purpose. Whatever that purpose might be. Yes it is primarily a

place of worship, but, historically churches have always been so much,

they were village gathering places, valued by the whole community. |
believe that St Nicholas Church could be that place once more.

It recently became an atmospheric venue for ‘The Pet Shop Boys, Actu-

ally’ concert with licenced bar.

It became a one night comedy club. That is as well as the usual cream
tea afternoons and coffee mornings.

Our beautiful building is so much more than a place of worship, but it
is in need of significant work and | think together we can make it hap-
pen.

The Churchyard wall has been restored, hopefully showing that when
we put our minds to something we can make it happen. The next big
issue is the roof, which leaks like a sieve and is causing damage to the
structure. As a grade II* listed building discussions are ongoing with
Historic England as to whether it should be added to the heritage at
risk register. This could be a good thing for us in being able to access
emergency funds.

So why am | telling you all this?
Because it is your church and you should know.

Because we will need to show that as a community we value the herit-
age in our midst.

Because there will be opportunities to show your support whilst having
a bit of fun. So why not join us..

8.30 Communion Service on the 1 st Sunday of the month

10.30 Family Service, with worship group, on the 3 rd Sunday of the
month

Follow us on our Facebook page @allsoulsnorthwarwickshire, for fur-
ther detail and future events.

And remember we are here for you too when you need us.
Blessings
Revd, Joanne

Rector all souls@btinternet.com

Neighbourhood Plan Update

The NDP committee has secured the (hopefully) final year's
grant funding and the review of the Plan is nearing comple-
tion.

We have completed the Design codes with the help of an ex-
ternal consultant which was the final part that we needed to
complete before we could send the Neighbourhood Devel-
opment Plan (NDP) to North Warwickshire Borough Council
for checking. The design codes basically provide guidance for
future developers by giving them examples of house styles
and features that are keeping in line with the rest of the
village and are therefore expected to be used in future
applications.

We have now been to a successful review with NWBC's
Neighbourhood Plan team so we will be presenting it to the village
shortly. From there we will take on board community and
others’ feedback and amend the Review Plan if necessary
before it goes back to the Council for further consultation and
then independent examination. Once passed final inspection, it
will help to protect our village from further significant housing
development.

If you have any questions regarding the review or you would
like to become part of the NDP committee, please contact
sam@austrey.co.uk or contact her on 07976 606745. Other-
wise we really hope to see you at the village consultation and
would welcome your support at It.

Austrey Archery Group

Archery is a sport for all generations and genders. We have
families shooting alongside one another.

Our minimum age is 9 and currently our oldest archer is 80. If
you are wondering if archery is for you, we offer a 2 hour
Introduction to Archery for £10 per person. This must be
booked in advance either via email
(austreyarcherygroup@hotmail.co.uk) or in person at one of
our shoots; just look out for the flags to signify we are shooting.

Also please check out our Facebook page.

Sandra Duggan

Read us on line @ www.austrey.co.uk ‘

Hazel Meadow Allotments

o

attracting many pests, but still we have had successful planting

What an interesting year for us, ‘boggy’ at the be-
ginning with the weather

season and are reaping the fruit of our labour - literally....

We have welcomed new faces this year as a couple of plots
have become vacant, we still have a short waiting list and if you
would like to join this band

of calloused, digging, enthusiasts who support and help each
other then please

contact Ellen - 07790 618632

A big thank you to Tris who is always
there to help and Christy Corbett who
has donated a trailer of his wonderful
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No experience or gardening skills needed! ' &
You don't even have to have a garden!
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Austrey Gardening Club "\

Austrey Gardening Club is a small but friendly group which
meets in the village hall on the second Tuesday of each month.
Our wide and varied programme of activities include includes
talks from specialist speakers - in the last year we have learnt
about composting and regenerative farming, and were given a
virtual tour of John’s Garden in Kingswinford.

We have also enjoyed practical activities such as seed sowing,
wreath making and an annual ‘potato growing’ competition. In
the coming months we are hoping to make ‘kokodama’ or Jap-
anese hanging plants.

We are affiliated to the Royal Horticultural Society and take ad-
vantage of our free annual visit to one of their gardens every
summer. This year we visited RHS Harlow Carr in Harrogate
where we were treated to a fantastic display of autumn colour.
We also try to visit at least one local garden each month, some-
times for private viewings where we are the only visitors.

So, whatever your age or ability, if you are interested in gar-
dens, flowers and vegetables or just enjoy visiting gardens
(often with cake thrown in!) please do come and join us at our
meetings in the village hall on the second Tuesday of the
month.
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From a seed of an idea;

to a community

project that bears real fruit.

Sometimes an opportunity comes along that is just too good to miss, it might be a little scary, but
you feel that, with some work and dedication, it might be able to create something special. During
the NDP Review, a suggestion had been made that it would be wonderful to have a Community Orchard in
our midst. This project started with a government fund to support local tree planting initiatives to
commemorate the Coronation of King Charles lll . Community groups were offered chance to grow their
own King's Or-chards for free with a grant from the Coronation Living Heritage Fund. As there was an
unloved and uninspiring patch of land available , in the village, off the appropriately named Orchard Close

all the signs seemed to be suggesting that the Parish Council give ita go! A
successful application to the fund was soon sent off and the council
gathered ideas about what sort of thing the community would like to

see. Overwhelmingly, the interest was in supporting nature creating a
haven for insects and wildlife and providing a welcoming space for all Austrey residents to enjoy.

Once the grant was successful , a group of village volunteers
spent many hours clearing the plot of old and forgotten plants
and bushes. The heritage varieties of apple and pear trees were
provided and planted in their new home and the Community Or-

chard was up and running!

Austrey Communtyy Owcbord In the spirit of all good makeovers, a plan was created with a view to

" making the most out of the site, creating habitats for vertebrates and

-_invertebrates, and planting in a way that was sustainable and practical.

‘ The plan included a "bug caféof annuals and perennials, a wildflower

“meadow to attract pollinators, log pile “mini beast hotels, hedgehog

houses and allowed for “making room for nature “ by retaining patches

of nettles, ivy and brambles which are important food
plants to indigenous creatures.

To get equipment and plants, a call was put out to the
- community for donations of plants, logs feeders, bulbs
and seeds as we needed to start again from scratch. Newton *

Regis Garden Centre were first to sponsor the project, with discounts and donation of ‘h
plants and compost, which was a brilliant start to the makeover., and their support was
invaluable. As usual, Austrey residents were generous with their time and donations :
and, as village gardeners started their Spring Garden maintenance, plants for
the orchard poured in . All that was needed now
was people to plant them!

After a long wet winter, it was a delight to welcome
spring with the first blossom on the Austrey Com-
® munity Orchard apple trees!

i Austrey volunteers dig in!

In May we invited volunteers to take part in the first Community “Big Dig”

event and a brilliant turn out of eager diggers turned up to create planting BlG Dl
spaces and fill them with flowers and herbs.

The younger gardeners worked so hard and it was so rewarding to see how they were willing to get
involved, digging out weeds, scattering seeds to create a wildflower meadow and barrowing loads
of bark chippings as mulch.

a \Work continued through the summer and the Orchard blossomed into life,
especially the wildflower meadow created by the children. Benches were

{ donated and a bird feeder station which were upscaled with painted wild

i creatures.

L2 During the summer holiday, Austrey youngsters were invited to enter an art

competition, the subject was wildlife and the winner would cut the ribbon at
the orchard'’s official opening in September.

The quality of entries was excellent, with all the entries showing brilliant creativity. The winners of
each age group received prizes (sponsored by Asda) and all entrants re-
ceived special Austrey Orchard wild flower seed packets, which were pre-
sented at the opening on Saturday September 7th. The overall winner
Dexter cut the ribbon in the presence of , Local MP Rachael Taylor, Parish
and District councillors and a host of Austrey villagers .

Cakes were sold in support of the Austrey Community’s Remembrance project and all visitors had
the opportunity to meet and learn about Bramble the owl, who joined the celebrations with her han-
dler Sandra. The first major event at the orchard and the first fruits on the trees arrived together!

Austrey Orchard Remembrance Bed

Finally in 2024, as part of the village Remembrance Day project, a new raised flower bed was creat-
ed to introduce a small place of peace and contemplation. The new bed includes rosemary for re-
membrance, a small collection of roses and cyclamen and is underplanted with bulbs.

Hopefully, visitors to the Orchard will find that it is a lovely place of calm, to recollect and remember
loved ones and spare a thought for aII those who have suffered as a result of military conflict across
the world. : :
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It was that time of year again... But this time it was dry!
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Y ARTS AND CRAFT

Andy Essex Meeting every Wednesday from 10am til 12 noon

andy@halcyonmortgages.co.uk
07488 349759

YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE

Halcyon Mortgage Services Ltd is an Appointed Representative of Stonebridge Mortgage
Solutions Ltd, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
Registered Office: Halcyon Mortgage Services Ltd, 3 Manor Drive, Austrey, Atherstone, England,
United Kingdom, CV9 3FJ. Registered Company Number: 15951742. Registered in England &
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I 1 Our doors are open every
I Sunday morning
D S T and everyone is made wel-
1 | Tristan Fraser (Vice-chair) 07974 176096 tristan@austrey.co.uk Newton Regis y
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| | There is also a Parish Council post-box mounted outside the village shop. To register please contact & ; Secretary - Anita Allsopp -
H Our website can be found at: www.austreyparishcouncil.co.uk michelle.withey@gmail.com \ S — Tel: 830086
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